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Application instructions for the Certificate of Eligibility (CoE) 

 

1. What is the Certificate of Eligibility (CoE), and how is it different from a 

visa? 

All non-Japanese students who do not already have a valid Japanese visa must obtain a Student 

visa before entering Japan. 

Before you can apply for a visa, you must first obtain a Certificate of Eligibility (CoE). 

The CoE is an official document issued by the Japanese Immigration Bureau that confirms you 

meet the requirements to enter Japan as a student. Nagoya University will collect the necessary 

documents from you and apply for a CoE on your behalf at the immigration office in Nagoya. 

Once your CoE is issued, you must apply for a Student visa at the Japanese Embassy or 

Consulate General in your home country. The Embassy will issue your visa based on the CoE. 

 

2. CoE Exemption – Do You Fall Under One of the Categories Below? 

Those students who meet the following conditions are not required to apply for a Certificate of 

Eligibility (CoE). Please check whether you fall under one of the following categories: 

________________________________________ 

■ MEXT Scholarship recipients 

Students who receive the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

(MEXT) Scholarship will follow a different procedure from other G30 students and do not need to 

apply for a CoE. 

You will receive detailed instructions around mid-August. 

Until then, no action is required from you regarding your visa application. 

________________________________________ 

■ Non-Japanese citizens who already hold a valid Japanese visa 

Students who currently hold a valid Japanese visa (such as “Dependent” or “Permanent 

Resident”) do not need to apply for a CoE. 

However, you must submit: A copy of your Residence Card (在留カード) 

If your current visa status is “Student” at the time of application, please contact the AO office 

immediately. 

 

3. Deadlines 

 

For 1st Round enrollment students: 30 April 

For 2nd Round enrollment students: 31 May  
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4. Timeline 

 

Timeline /  

Deadlines of submission 

 

 

What to expect & 

 Action required 

1st Round 

enrollment 

students 

2nd Round 

enrollment 

students 

10&19 March 12 May Announcement of admission results  

  
Submit ‘Application for CoE’ and other necessary documents via 

T-cens 

30 April* 31 May* 

Document submissions deadline on T-cens 

*If you are admitted after being waitlisted, the deadline will be 

adjusted. 

  

Your application documents will be reviewed by the AO office. If 

any documents are missing, we will contact you through T-cens. 

Be sure to check T-cens regularly for updates. 

Around  

End-Jul 

Around  

Mid-Aug 

Nagoya University will send digital CoE (in email text format) to 

the respective students via email. CoE is only issued digitally.  

  

Start student visa application at Japanese Embassy/Consulate 

General in your home country with CoE at your end. Check their 

website for other required documents. 

  
Visa will be issued by Japanese Embassy/Consulate General. 

(Usually takes at least 5 working days after application) 

  
You can start flight booking etc. Suggested fly-in date will be 

informed by AO in due course.  

Middle of Sep 
Entry to Japan (Suggested fly-in date is to be confirmed, but the 

previous year it was 16th Sep and we plan to follow the same.) 

After arrival – the end of Sep 

Move into dormitory & Orientation weeks 

**All enrolling students are required to attend 2 weeks of 

orientation at the university. Please free your schedule 

during the last 2 weeks of September. ** 

1 Oct Enrollment Day 
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5. What to submit to apply for CoE? 

 

 

 

 

Who will support you financially? 

Self Supporter 

(e.g. 

parents) 

Self-funded 

+ 

Scholarship 

Supporter  

+ 

Scholarship 

a) Application for CoE (Excel)  ○    

b) ID photo (JPEG)      

c) Copy of passport (PDF)     

d) Financial Support Statement (PDF)  

Write under 

your name 

   

e) Bank Balance Statement (PDF)  

Minimum 

JPY 

1,000,000 

required 

 

Minimum 

JPY 

1,000,000 

required 

 

Minimum 

JPY 

1,000,000 

required 

 

Minimum 

JPY 

500,000 

required 

f) Letter from supporter’s employer (PDF) -  -  

g) Income statement of your financial 

supporter (PDF)  

Required if a supporter is self-employed and 

cannot provide f). 

-  

If applicable 

-  

If applicable 

h) TB Clearance Certificate (PDF) 

 

 

If applicable 

 

If applicable 

 

If applicable 

 

If applicable 

Official family register or Birth certificate 

(PDF) 

There is a section to upload this document on T-cens, but it is 

not required this year. Just skip the field on T-cens. 

 

Important Notes 

1. All documents should be in English or Japanese. Any document in another 

language is required to have translation issued by issuing organization or a public 

institution such as a notary office.  

2. Please keep the original documents with you. We may ask you to send them by 

post if the Immigration Office requests them for further review. 
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Photo Requirements 

I) Photograph of you 

ii) Shows full face, front view, no hat 

 (religious headcover is accepted) 

iii) White background 

iv) Clear (in focus) 

v) Taken within the last 3 months 

vi) Meets size requirements 

<Preferred Size> 4×3 cm 

 

6. Requirements for documents 

 

a) Application for CoE  

Refer to the sample form sent via T-cens and follow the instructions carefully. We also have videos 

on our Youtube channel which guide you through how to fill in the form.  

Guidance of CoE Application https://youtu.be/S2hVcoDLLBA?feature=shared 

 

b) ID photo data  

This photo will be used on your Residence Card (在留カード/Zairyu card) as your official ID 

during your stay in Japan. The photo should be taken within the last 3 months. The same photo 

used in your passport is not acceptable. Please do not edit your photo digitally as it might be 

rejected by the Immigration Office.  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

c) Copy of passport   

ID page (the page with your name, portrait, and passport number on it). 

Students who currently do not have a valid passport in possession and plan to apply for one later 

(or are currently in the process of renewing their passport) can apply for CoE while processing. 

Please submit a digital copy of your government-issued ID card and send us a scanned copy of 

your renewed passport once it is available. 

 

d) Financial Support Statement  

“Financial Support Statement” sent via T-cens, to be signed by the financial supporter(s).  

If you have more than one financial supporter, please prepare and submit a separate statement 

for each supporter, including required information and their signature. 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/S2hVcoDLLBA?feature=shared
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e) Bank Balance Statement 

Original bank balance(s) statement(s) issued by a financial institution in your supporter's name 

verifying that they have funds equivalent to the designated amount or more. It should include the 

following information: 

1. Name of the account holder 

2. Name of the bank 

3. The balance* (in local currency is ok) 

4. The date of issue  

5. Signature or official stamp of the bank 

*Please highlight or underline the balance so that the admissions office can easily identify the 

amount. 

 

A copy of bank book, a screenshot of online banking from website or mobile app, or a bank 

transaction history is not acceptable. 

 

f) Letter from supporter’s employer 

The letter(s) should be issued by the supporter’s employer and include the following information.  

1. Position 

2. Length of Employment 

3. Annual Salary (not monthly salary) 

*For those self-employed, retired, or unemployed, please provide g) instead. 

 

g) Income statement of your financial supporter  

Required if the financial supporter has their own business and f) letter from supporter’s employer 

cannot be provided. It should include the annual income (not monthly) and be issued by public 

authorities. e.g. certificate of income, tax payment certificate, etc. 

 

h) TB Clearance Certificate 

Nationals of the Philippines, Nepal, and Viet Nam are required to undergo tuberculosis (TB) 

screening at a designated Panel Clinic and submit a copy of TB Clearance Certificate issued by 

that clinic. Please refer to the document “Japan Pre-Entry Tuberculosis Screening (JPETS)_2026 

Oct admission” for details.  
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4. Frequent Asked Questions 

 Question Answer 

I am currently applying (or will apply) for a 

passport and do not have one in my 

possesion. Can I start CoE application 

process now? 

Yes. Please enter "proceeding" on Application for CoE 

and submit the following documents: 

If your existing passport is set to expire by mid-

September 

1. A digital copy of your existing passport  

2. A digital copy of government-issued ID card 

3. A digital copy of the receipt/document issued by a 

local authority that indicates you are in the process 

of renewing it. 

If your existing passport remains valid through mid-

September or later 

1. A digital copy of your existing passport  

For both cases, once new passport is issued, please 

submit a digital copy to AO via T-cens. 

Can I change the departure date and the 

port of entry after submitting CoE? 

Yes. The date on a sample CoE is a temporary plan just 

to use for application process. 

I am planning to fly with my parents who 

will help me with my move. Does they 

need CoE and visa? 

Short-term stay does not require CoE. Please check 

with Japanese Embassy/Consulate General in your 

country for visa requirement for short period stay. 

Please note in advance that no guests, including family 

members, can stay over at the student dormitory.  

I am a G30 scholarship (or NU-JUGAS 

Scholarship) recipient, and should I still 

have ‘Supporter’ as Method of Support? 

Yes. You should have a minimum of JPY 80,000 per 

month, and since the scholarship (JPY 41,667 per 

month) is not enough to meet this requirement, you 

should find a supporter or fund yourself to cover the rest 

of the remaining cost.  

I cover all cost by myself. Who should 

write d) financial support statement? 

 

Please write d) financial support statement under your 

name and put your details. Please note that your e) 

Bank Balance Statement should have at least JPY 

1,000,000 to prove your financial ability. 

My mother is my financial supporter who 

runs her own business, so she cannot 

provide f) letter from an employer. What 

document do I need? 

You need Documents a, b, c, d, e, and g. 

g) Income statement should include the supporter’s 

annual income (not monthly) and written in English 

issued by an authorized institution. 
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 Question Answer 

,  

 

If your supporter is retired but receiving pension, you 

need Documents a.b.c.d.e.and g. 

g) Income statement is required since receiving pension 

is considered as income. Tax offices or municipality 

offices can issue an official document that shows the 

total amount of pension.  

On your Application for CoE, please write as below: 

Occupation of Supporter (28-(2)-➂): “Retired with 

pension” 

Annual income (28-(2)-④): 

- Supporter’s annual income (“XXX Yen”) 

AND 

- Supporter’s latest balance (“XXX Yen”) from the 

bank statement 

Does Nagoya University help me with the 

visa application process? 

 

Nagoya University will not be involved in the visa 

application process, and you are responsible for your 

own visa application. Please contact your nearest 

Japanese Embassy/Consoulate General for any visa 

related inquires.  

Where is Japanese Embassy/Consoulate 

General in my country where I can apply 

for visa? 

Please refer to 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/about/emb_cons/over/index.html 

You should apply from your home country.  

Can I book a flight to Japan before CoE 

and Visa is issued? 

 

You can, but it is recommended to book after your visa 

is issued. Nagoya University will arrange a group pickup 

from the airport to the student dormitory for incoming 

students in the middle of September. The details will be 

announced in due course. If your booked flight arrives 

on a different date, you can arrange your own way from 

the airport to the dormitory.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/about/emb_cons/over/index.html
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Check list 

 

☐ The ID photo is not the same one used in your passport. 

 

☐ The bank balance has a minimum of 1 million JPY. 

 

☐ The bank balance is highlighted on the Bank Balance Statement so AO can 

identify the amount easily.  

 

☐ The Bank balance Statement has an official stamp/signature of the issuing bank.  

 

☐ The Bank statement is officially issued by the bank, not a bank transaction history. 

 

☐ All documents are in English or attached by English translation. 

 

☐ (Nepal, the Philippines, and Viet Nam students) Underwent tuberculosis (TB) 

screening at a designated Panel Clinic and have an official JPETS Clearance 

Certificate issued by that clinic to submit.   


